Highwood Primary School

Promoting Resilience - Achieving Potential

Year 4 Curriculum Newsletter- Autumn 1 2022.
Dear parents and carers,

Reminders

Welcome back to Highwood and we hope you had a good summer break. We are
delighted to share with you the content of the Year 4 curriculum for this half
term. We hope that this gives you a window into your child’s learning and enables
you to have conversations with your child about what is happening in school. We
hope that you find this newsletter helpful. If you require further detail about what
skills and knowledge will be taught in each subject, please have a look at the
curriculum page on our school website. Follow us on Twitter (@HighwoodSchool)
where we will be sharing the excellent learning that happens at Highwood. If you
have any questions about our curriculum, or any concerns, please do not hesitate
to get in touch.

Please ensure your child
comes to school in their PE
Kit. Also, long hair must be
tied back, and no earrings
should be worn on PE day.
Library – Monday
(Hawthorn) and
Thursday(Hazel).

Many thanks,
Miss Wing and Mrs Keith
English

Maths

This half term the children will be reading these
key texts:






Arthur and the Golden Rope - Joe Todd
-Stanton
 Overheard On A Saltmarsh – Harold
Munroe
 A Small Dragon – Brian Patten
 Around The World In 80 Days – Deanna
McFadden
They will be producing the following pieces of
written work linked to the key texts:






Place Value and Ordering and
Comparing numbers up to 5
digits.
Estimation, Magnitude and
Rounding
Mental Fluency – Addition
Mental Fluency – Subtraction
Multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and
1000.
Factor pairs and problem
solving.

A narrative story, a piece of poetry and a report.

Science: Teeth
The children will be taught to the following key knowledge and skills to help them answer
our Big Question:
What happens to our food when we eat it?



PE lessons are on a
Wednesday and Friday
for both classes.

Describe the simple functions of the basic parts of the digestive system in humans.
Identify the different types of teeth in humans and their simple functions including
dental hygiene.

Reading records hand in
on Monday to be checked
by the class teacher.

Home Learning

Home Learning book
hand in – Monday –
(returned on
Wednesday).
Please see home learning
grid for further details.
Daily Home Learning
Daily reading/sharing
stories and complete
reading records.
Learn Spellings for
weekly test on Friday.
Times Tables Rock stars
online :Multiplication
tables (learn up to x12
by the end of Year 4).

Geography - Europe
The children will be taught key knowledge and skills to help
them answer our Big Question:
Where are the European cities and why are they located
where they are?

They will look at primary and secondary sources to help them
locate European cities. The children will use their knowledge
of biomes to describe climates in Europe.

RE
The children will be learning about Christianity,
Hinduism and Sikhism this year. This half term they
will be exploring what it means to live as a Hindu and
how and where Hindus worship to help answer our
Big Question:
Why does worship play a significant part in a
Hindu’s life?

P.S.H.E- ‘Being me in my world’

Black History Month

Black History Month (which will be taking place in October) is
also a focus in our school and, in both assemblies and
lessons, children will be researching and learning about
figures from black history who have contributed to our world
and who have much to teach us about resilience and respect.

Art
We will be learning about the artist Gustav Klimt. During this
half term, we will be sketching facial features from first-hand
observations to create a self-portrait.
We will practise different colour combinations and use of
pastels to mark make.

PE
In our PE lessons we will be learning the following key skills
when participating in a variety of activities:
Children will learn to persevere with a task and improve their
performance through regular practice, reacting positively
when things become difficult. They will begin to challenge
themselves and know where they are with their learning.
We will learn to develop our resilience by practising our skills
and by asking for help when appropriate.
We will also be taking part in the Joy of Moving initiative
provided by Watford Football Club.

This half term, the children will explore the rights
and responsibilities that come with being a citizen.
They will discuss the importance of democracy,
relating this practically to our School Council.
The children will think about how they can use their
own voice positively, whilst also participating in
group decision making.

Computing
We will be learning about data handling and
online/electronic data collection and then use the
skills to create our own questionnaires to solve a
given synopsis. We will also be finding out about the
computing Pioneer Alan Turing.
As part of our E-safety learning we will be focussing
on what personal information we can and shouldn’t
share online and cyberbullying.

Music
This half term we will be exploring gospel music
through the song This Little Light of Mine, which is
based around the pentatonic scale. We will learn the
song, a simple bassline accompaniment and create a
rhythmic ostinato and pentatonic improvisations, to
produce the classes’ own arrangement of the song.

French
The children will learn the names for some sports
and some food and drinks associated with healthy
lifestyles. They will revise the days of the week,
learn to say what activities they do on particular
days and ask and answer questions about a diary.

