Highwood Primary School
Mead Way, Bushey, Watford, Hertfordshire, WD23 2AW
Tel: 01923 256210 E-mail: admin@highwood.herts.sch.uk

Promoting Resilience, Achieving Potential
Headteacher Mrs B Rai

Wednesday 14™ January 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,

We hope you had a wonderful holiday filled with joy and relaxation and wishing you all a happy and
peaceful 2026.

As we embark on another exciting spring term at Highwood, we focus upon making progress in all
areas of learning including promoting resilience so that we can achieve our goals.

The spring term is already fully underway. Last Friday, our school effectiveness advisor visited the
school. Joint lesson observations were carried out and a small group of children spoke about their
knowledge and skills in English. The findings of the visit were encouraging. It was lovely to see the
classroom learning environments and displays to help children write independently.

Our advisor commented on the precision of teaching and consistency that he saw, particularly the
use of vocabulary across the school, not just in English but within all subjects and learning
environments were purposeful and word rich. Well done to everyone for all the hard work and effort
being made.

Embracing Reading It’s pleasing to know the children are
interested in the novel Running My Own Race by Abena Eyeson
and younger years have been reading the picture book Wally
and Freya. The theme is a perfect fit for this time of year,
focusing upon kindness, empathy, tolerance and following your ‘ 2 3%
dreams. " ABENA EYESON
Please order your book from the Book Wagon at a discounted rate. Abena will be visiting the school
in February to talk about how to be a writer. She will share tips and tell us what inspired her to write
a fantastic novel.

Library Books Please can we make a plea to return books that you have finished reading and check
that each book has been returned to us in a good state. This also includes the RWI Phonic books.

Keep warm and Best wishes,

Bindu Rai
Headteacher
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Diary Dates for the Spring term

05/01/26 Welcome back — Start of Spring Term
13/01/26 Healthy Food workshop for Y4 and Y5 (5 week course every Tuesday)
15/01/26 Year 1 local walking trip to Fishers Field
19/01/26 and School Nurse Screening visit Oak class (height, weight, vision and hearing)
20/01/26 School Nurse Screening visit Ash class (height, weight, vision and hearing)
23/01/26 National Handwriting Week - In today’s society, technology is everywhere.
m However, handwriting is still part of our daily lives. We will promote the
s Ul importance of writing
K
23/01/26 Birch 2 class Assembly 2.45pm
23/01/26 - Record the highest number of each bird species you see at any
25/01/26 one time in your garden for one hour
B1g . https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-
Birdwatch birdwatch
26/01/26 Q. 4., Book Look Day after school
Eﬁ A You are warmly invited to join us at the end of the
From 3.20 - school day. This is a lovely chance to sit with your

4.20pm child, look through their learning, and chat together about everything they’ve
been working on. It’s an informal and relaxed way to see just how much progress
they’re making. If you'd like a more in-depth, individual meeting with the class
teacher, please contact the school office to arrange a separate time.

27/01/26 Holocaust Memorial Day

30/01/26 Beech 2 class Assembly 2.45pm

06/02/26 Number Day — Whole school (Letter to be sent out)

09/02/26 - Children’s Mental Health Week - We will be talking about : p\aceZB‘;s

15/02/26 how we can help everyone feel like they belong. We will CHILOREN'S 8
B

share This is my Place so we can learn from each other what
makes us feel happy. We'll learn how to be kind, include
others, and make sure no one feels left out.

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/families/#family

09/02/26 Author Visit with Anena Eyeson. She will be book signing. Please see separate
details about ordering your book.

10/02/26 Y3 Trip to Hertfordshire Zoo

10/02/26 Safer Internet Day
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13/02/26 Sycamore 6 Class Sharing Assembly 9.15am

13/02/26 Elm 1 Class Sharing Assembly 2.45pm

13/02/26 Break up Half term Holiday — Normal finish time

16/02/26 — February Half Term Week

20/02/26

17/02/26 Ramadan begins ( provisional date)

17/02/26 Shrove Tuesday

17/02/26 Happy Lunar New Year. Year of the Fire Horse -
Warm wishes to those marking this special _ : '
Occasion LUNAR

) N EW YEAR :

18/02/26 Ash Wednesday — Lent begins

23/02/26 Pupils return to school

26/02/26 Portal to the Past Year 5 Anglo Saxon Workshop

March and April | Waste Week led by Eco Committee and School Council — details will be shared
The future of | | Nearer the time.

the planet is It's a great way to get the whole school working together, behind an

in our hands! | | environmental caring project.
We will be discussing and checking the food waste created at snack time and
lunchtime.

We will be involved in getting our school grounds tidy and litter-free.

03/03/26 Year 4 Verulanium Trip

04/03/26 Year 2 History off the Page workshop

05/03/26 World Book Day — All years

09/03/26 British Science Fortnight — details to be confirmed
11/03/26 Cedar 3 Sharing Assembly at 9.15am

12/03/26 Year 1 Trip to Windsor Castle

13/03/26 Friends of Highwood Mothers, Mum’s and Other Lass’ Pop up Shop

16/03/26 Bikeability lessons all week for some Year 5 pupils

17/03/26 St Patricks Day — Patron Saint of Ireland

19/03/26 Poplar 5 Sharing Assembly at 9.15am

20/03/26 Pine 1 Sharing Assembly 2.45pm

20/03/26 Eid ul-Fitr (provisional date) Warm wishes to those marking this special occasion.
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24/03/26 Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel fortnight 24" March — 4th April
24/03/26 Parent Consultation Meetings
25/03/26 Parent Consultation Meetings
27/03/26 Pupils break up. School Ends at 2.00pm

Warm wishes to those marking the Easter special occasion.
13/04/26 Start of summer term
13/04/26 INSET Day — school closed to pupils. Staff training day
14/04/26 Pupils return
23/04/26 St George’s Day — Patron Saint of England

27/04/26 Book Look Day after school Q. Py
& A lr ¥

Further events will be added

We look forward to you helping and joining us at many of these events.
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