Highwood Primary School
Mead Way, Bushey, Watford, Hertfordshire, WD23 2AW
Tel: 01923 256210 E-mail: admin@highwood.herts.sch.uk

Promoting Resilience, Achieving Potential
Headteacher Mrs B Rai

Tuesday 4th November 2025

Dear Parents and Carers

We hope you all had a restful and enjoyable half-term break. There are plenty of activities, events,
and important dates to look forward to, so be sure to mark your calendars!
There will be some additions of workshops and class trips. However, a separate letter will be sent

home in due course.

Thank you for your ongoing support as we work together to create a vibrant, supportive, and
learning environment. Let’s make this half of the autumn term full of learning, laughter, and
memorable experiences!

An enormous thank you for your fantastic
support and turnout at our Friends of
Highwood Disco. Even though we had
technical sound problems, the children still
enjoyed themselves immensely.

The Friends of Highwood offers a chance to connect with other parents and families, build
friendships, and work together toward shared goals. We all want the best for our children, and
by being a part of Friends you can contribute to making Highwood a warm and inclusive
community.

Committee members stay informed about school initiatives and get a voice in decision-making
processes that impacts our school. Your feedback and ideas are valuable, and by joining in you'll
have an opportunity to shape the future of our school. If you are interested in assisting the
Friends of Highwood, please email them at friendsofhighwood@highwood.herts.sch.uk

National Anti-Bullying Week 2025 As always, our school will be in full support of National Anti-
Bullying Week. National Anti-Bullying Week 2025. It runs from Monday, November 10th to
Friday, November 14th, 2025. The theme for the week is "Power for Good," which encourages
everyone to use their courage to speak up,
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November! It’s an opportunity for children and staff to express themselves and

S ana appreciate individuality and uniqueness! School uniform must be worn.

Our School Council and ECO Committee Representatives will be promoting this eventin a
special assembly.

Adults and children being encouraged to wear odd socks to celebrate what makes us all unique!

Poppy Appeal

At Highwood Primary we aim to educate our children about British
Values. We promote a deep understanding of different faiths,
traditions and appreciate diverse cultural celebrations that

contribute to the rich tapestry of our community. Poppy Appeol

Remembrance Day The red poppy flower has become a symbol of

remembrance for those who have died in service to their country, particularly during wartime.
Y6 Pupils will be taking round the boxes of Poppies and other items for all classes this week.
Please ensure you child has some change this week!

Thank you for your donation to support the British Legion. Thank you for honouring and
supporting our veterans.

Online Safety

Because children deserve a safe digital world

Many parents will opt to use apps to track and monitor the location and online activities of their
children. These apps can be really beneficial (e.g. physical safety) but as with anything there are
drawbacks (e.g. invasion of privacy).

There are so many really good resources out there for parents/carers about how to help keeping
children safe online, but it can quickly become really overwhelming.

Internet Matters has a really great resource for parents called My Family's Digital Toolkit. This is
a personalised resource which gives age-specific advice, advice to deal with specific concerns,
recommendations for digital tools to support children's interests and more. The toolkit is free and

you can find more details https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
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Autumn two Begins

03.11.25 Pupils Return Welcome Back
04.11.25 Year 5 STEM CentreTrip sTem @
DISCOVERY
CHENTI?.E
05.11.25 Guy Fawkes Day — Remember safety around fires and fireworks
07.11.25 Maple 3 Class sharing assembly
10.11.25 Samaritans’ Christmas Shoebox appeal. Please bring your donation in.

Thank you! This runs from from 10" — 17t" November.

10.11.25
Anti Bully awareness Week — ODD Socks Day. Pupils are encourage to Pong‘ER
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11.11.25 Armistice Day. We will be observing the two Minute Silence

Two minutes of
silence, a lifetime
of remembrance

13.11.25 Year 1 Whipsnade Zoo Trip

14.11.25 Chestnut 6 Sharing Assembly

16.11.25 Road safety week begins

17.11.25 Step into Christmas. We will be starting to get ready for end of year

festivities and thinking and the meaning of Christmas around the world.
Dates are to be confirmed about Year group Performances.
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18.11.25 Parent / Carer Consultation Meetings — Please ensure you have booked.

19.11.25 Parent / Carer Consultation Meetings




26.11.25

Y6 Trip Bentley Priory Museum

27.11.25

School Choir and some musicians visit Purcell School to see a
performance of The Reluctant Dragon composed by John Rutter

28.11.25

Friends of Highwood l
Dress Down Day in exchange for bringing an -}\Tombola
item of the Tombola Stall — All classes Do“ations

needed

29.11.25

Friends of Highwood Christmas Fair. We will need lots of help to make it
successful. Please volunter — We will send the link out soon!

02.12.25

QUEENS' SCHOOL PRESENTS

11.12.25

Year 5 and 6 have been invited to Queens School to watch High School
Musical!

Friends of Highwood Wrap Night in the
Hall — Everyone is Welcome. please
volunteer to come along to wrap presents,
and get into the festive mood. This is a
great way to meet new parents, whilst
eating mince pies and wrapping gifts.

Time from 5.30pm

12.12.25

Friends of Highwood Christmas Secret Shopping Room. Each child will
come along to the Shopping Room. They will choose gifts for the families.
This is a lovely ocassion for the children. Friends of Highwood/Office
Team will send further information about it.

17.12.25 Attendance Award Celebration — time to celebrate and have an extra
treat for those children who have made excellent attendance and
improvement with the attendance and punctuality.

17.12.25 End of Year Parties — details to be confirmed

19.12.25 End of Term at 2.00pm




