Highwood Primary School
Mead Way, Bushey, Watford, Hertfordshire, WD23 2AW
Tel: 01923 256210 E-mail: admin@highwood.herts.sch.uk

Promoting Resilience, Achieving Potential
Headteacher Mrs B Rai

Friday 5™ September 2025
Dear Parents and Carers,

We have had a settled and positive start to the new academic year. It has been lovely to see the
children return eager to meet their new class teachers and reconnect with friends.

Over the summer, the school underwent a major IT upgrade. We have now migrated our systems
to the Cloud, which while beneficial in the long term, has caused some initial disruption. We are
currently experiencing difficulties with accessing information, navigating the new system, and
have also become aware that some parts of the school website are currently inaccessible.

We appreciate your patience and understanding as we continue to familiarise ourselves with the
new system and transition to using OneDrive with confidence.

In the meantime, please refer to the relevant information below, as well as the Parent Handbook
attached, for any immediate queries.

We apologise for any delays in communication during this period and are working hard to resolve
these issues as quickly as possible.

Yours sincerely,
Bindu Rai

Headteacher

Meet the New Teacher Meetings

Years 5and 6 Meet the new teacher meeting - Tuesday 16" September at 8:55-9:25am
Years 1 and 2 Meet the new teacher meeting - Tuesday 16" September at 2:45-3:15pm

Years 3 and 4 Meet the new teacher meeting - Wednesday 17t September at 8:55-9:25am

MODESHIF(. ‘\L We've embraced [
STARS) GANES ,
GOLD th I"lve |
VERY GOOD TRAVEL PLAN 2022 201714 A ECO.SChoo[S
Silver Award



Highwood Primary School
Mead Way, Bushey, Watford, Hertfordshire, WD23 2AW
Tel: 01923 256210 E-mail: admin@highwood.herts.sch.uk

Promoting Resilience, Achieving Potential

Headteacher Mrs B Rai

Just a polite reminder about registration times and end of school times. You will also find all
information in your parent handbook.

Year Group Classrooms Opening Time End of School
Day
Mursery full time 8:45am 3:15pm
Mursery half day 8:45am or 12:15pm 3:15pm
Reception 8:45am 3:15pm
Years 1 and Year 2 8:45am 3:20pm
Years 3,4, 5and6 8:45am 3:25pm

PE & FOREST SCHOOL TIMETABLE- AUTUMN 1

Nursery

Ash Reception
Oak Reception
Eim1

Pine 1

Birch 2

Beech 2
Maple 3
Cedar 3
Hawthorn 4
Hazel 4

Poplar 5
Willow 5
Sycamore 6
Chestnut 6

Nursery and Reception to be confirmed.

Please see below PE and Forest school timetable, which will commence from Monday 8t
September for Y1 to Y6.

Tuesday & Thursday

Tuesday (Forest School) & Friday
Monday (Forest School) & Tuesday

Tuesday & Wednesday
Tuesday & Wednesday

Monday (Forest School) & Friday
Monday & Tuesday (Forest School)

Monday (Forest School) & Tuesday

Tuesday & Friday

Tuesday (Forest School) & Friday

Tuesday & Friday (Swimming from 12/9/25)

Monday & Tuesday (Forest School)
Monday (Forest School) & Friday

Monday & Thursday
Monday & Thursday
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Forest School Education Outdoor Learning

The following classes will be attending Forest School sessions in the first half of autumn term;
Oak Reception, Ash Reception, Birch 2, Beech 2, Hawthorn 4, Poplar 5 and Willow 5. The
sessions will be in place of one of the children’s scheduled P.E. lessons each week.

Please see the timetable above to see which days your child will need to come to school
dressed ready for Forest School.

Forest School originated in Scandinavia and was brought to the UK in the early 1990s. The
Forest School ethos aims to promote students’ confidence, social skills, sense of self-worth
and emotional well-being in an outdoors environment. Students are encouraged to find things
out for themselves. Through activities, they will develop their initiative, imagination and
problem solving skills, learning resilience and resourcefulness,

perseverance and determination. They will also develop

teambuilding skills.

A sample of the activities on offer will include using hand tools, fx
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What should children wear? How dirty will they get? by the
CHILDREN WILL GET DIRTY - there is no such thing as bad weather —
only inappropriate clothing!

Many children miss out on experiential learning because they are
overly concerned with getting dirty or spoiling their clothes. You can
help them overcome this by making sure that they wear old clothes that they don’t have to worry
about. Layers in cold weather, ideally with waterproof trousers in case they get wet, old trainers,
boots or wellies, hats. Forest School happens in all weathers. With this in mind, please send your
child in appropriate clothing for the weather. They should bring their school P.E. kit to get
changed into after the session.

Mawgaret McM

Please bear in mind that sturdy footwear and lightweight clothing will keep limbs protected from
stings, scratches and enable ease of movement.

If you have any further queries, please ask.

Breaktime Snacks

Just a polite reminder to all about daily snacks.
Reception to Y2 are provided a snack daily at breaktime.

Y3-Y6 need to bring in a snack with them to have i.e. piece of fruit, rice cakes, crackers etc.
No chocolate or sweets.



